SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS

 The following are suggestions that may be helpful to you.  Many of these suggestions were provided by previous AP Government and Politics students.

· Read the textbook.  You are responsible for knowing the information provided in your textbook regardless of whether or not we have discussed it in class.

· Keep up with Apex assignments. This is the core of AP government and is valuable in reinforcing text information.
· Keep up on current events. 

· Don't forget the "basics" -- for example, important Supreme Court cases, Congressional acts, and vocabulary.

· Stay organized.  It is recommended that you use a three ring binder for this class.  Using a 3 ring binder will allow you to keep your lecture notes, handouts, and assignments in the same place.   

· Do the homework, even if it’s not for a grade.

· Although outlining the chapters is not required, you should download the outlines from the textbook web site and read each chapter with the outlines in front of you.
· Read the chapter summaries and critical thinking sections of the chapters, as well as the vocabulary boxes in the Wilson textbook.

· Participate in class discussions.

· After a test or quiz, correct the questions you.

· Make flashcards.

· Know the basic structure of the Constitution, as well as the Amendments.

· Pay attention to lecture; take notes when needed.
· Form study groups.

· Manage your time wisely.

· Use your laptop and/or planner to keep track of important dates and deadlines.  You will frequently get reading and homework assignments a week or more in advance.  Use your laptop/planner to remember when assignments are due.  
· I am available before/after school and during extended study to help. I have duty 4th and plan 3rd. If you have concerns, ask me first!
